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42nd Annual Meeting
Michigan Conference of Political Scientists 
Wisner-Bottrall Applied Technology Center, 151 Fountain NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

	Thursday, October 21, 2010

	1:30pm to
6:00pm
	Registration 

	2:30pm to 
3:45pm
	Panel A:  Political Activism (Roundtable)                                                       		Room: ATC 122
 Chair: Mike Light, Grand Rapids Community College	
· Regulating University Faculty and Staff Political Activities:  The Michigan Challenge James Hill & Lawrence Sych, Central Michigan University  
· The Relationship Between Partisan Realignments and the Agenda Anand Shastri, exam editor for nSight Inc.

Panel B: Grading the Obama Administration’s Foreign Policy (Roundtable) 		Room: ATC 168
 Chair: Bob Hendershot, Grand Rapids Community College                        		
· Sterling Johnson, Central Michigan University
· Gordan Vurusic, Grand Rapids Community College
· Yan Bai, Grand Rapids Community College
· Dennis Gillem,  Grand Rapids Community College 

	3:45pm to
4:00pm
	Break

	4:00pm to 
5:30pm
	Panel C:  Program Assessment (Roundtable)                                                    		Room: ATC 122
Chair: Mike Light, Grand Rapids Community College	
· Heather Forrest, Grand Rapids Community College
· Kevin Dockerty, Kalamazoo Valley Community College

Panel D:  The Politics of Socio-economic Development (Paper Panel)         		Room: ATC 124
Chair: Roger Durham, Aquinas College
· Social Networking Websites in Latin America: Are NGOs Using their Resources Effectively? Alyssa Bell, Wayne State University 
· The Negative Impact of Racial Polarization on Poverty, and How to Overcome It Anand Shastri, exam editor for nSight Inc.
· Print Media and the Power of Perception:  The Shaping of Attitudes Towards the Revolution and Covert War in Nicaragua Adam Hii, Aquinas College 

Panel E: Michigan Politics (Paper Panel)                                                           		Room: ATC 168
Chair: John Clark, Western Michigan University		
· Should the U.S. Government create public policies and laws to protect the news media, particularly print newspapers, understanding their value to our Democracy? Ken Winter, Central Michigan University
· Investigating Partisanship in a Nonpartisan Election: The Michigan Supreme Court, 2008 Brad Kent, Michigan Democratic Party
· Campus Voting in Michigan, 2004-2008 Tyler Hughes & John Clark, Western Michigan University    

	5:30pm to 
6:30pm
	Reception 									Room: ATC 120

	6:30pm to 
8:00pm
	Dinner & Keynote Address                                                                                 	Room: ATC 120
Keynote speaker:  Lt. Governor John Cherry was elected in 2002.  In addition, John Cherry, a Democrat, has served for more than 20 years in the Michigan Legislature as a State Representative and a State Senator.                                        



	Friday, October 22, 2010

	8:30am to 
12:00pm
	Registration

	9:00am to 
10:15am
	Panel F: Political Parties (Roundtable)                                                                 		Room: ATC 122
Chair:  Kevin Dockerty, Kalamazoo Valley Community College		
· John Clark, Western Michigan University
· Chris Owens, Central Michigan University
·  Marcella Myers, Andrews University
· Kevin Dockerty, Kalamazoo Valley Community College 

Panel G:  Service Learning and Civic Engagement (Roundtable)			Room: ATC 124
 Chair: Lisa Lawrason, Delta College  	
· Kim Klein, Delta College
·  Cherie Strachan, Central Michigan University
·  Renee Zientek, Michigan Campus Compact

Panel H:  The Death of Newspapers (Roundtable)                                           		Room: ATC 168
Chair: Ken Winter, North Central Michigan College 		
· Dennis Duggan, North Central Michigan College
· Paul Keep, Editor for The Grand Rapids Press
· Paula Holmes-Greeley, Editorial Page Editor for The Muskegon Chronicle

	10:15am to 
10:30am
	Break

	10:30am to 
11:45am
	Panel I:  Creative Strategies for Teaching Intro to American Government (Roundtable) 
Chair: Lisa Lawrason, Delta College                                  				Room: ATC 122
· Dina Krois, Lansing Community College
·  Paul Rozycki, Mott Community College
·  Mike Nagle, West Shore Community College

Panel J:  Religion and American Politics (Paper Panel)                                  		Room: ATC 124
Chair: Neal Getz, Grand Rapids Community College	
· Theological Orientations and Political Attitudes among Protestant Clergy: Continuity and Change over the Past Two Decades Corwin Smidt, Calvin College
· How Firm a Foundation? The Promise and Peril of Presidential Faith-Based Offices Douglas Koopman, Calvin College 
· Faith and Good Works:  Explaining the link between Parental Religion and Youth Volunteering Jonathan Hill, Calvin College 

Panel K:  The Supreme Court’s 2009-2010 Term (Roundtable)                        		Room: ATC 168
Chair: Joyce Baugh, Central Michigan University 	 
· Scott Johnson, Frostburg State University
·  Ashlyn Kuersten, Western Michigan University
·  Mark Hurwitz, Western Michigan University
· Christopher Smith, Michigan State University 

	12:00 pm to 
2:00 pm
	Lunch and Keynote Address                                                                    		Room: ATC 120
Keynote Speaker:  Bill Ballenger is the editor and publisher of Inside Michigan Politics. He is a former State Representative and State Senator in the Michigan Legislature, and frequently serves as a guest political analyst for state and national news media.         

	2:00 pm to 
3:15 pm
	Panel L:  Public Policy (Paper Panel)                                                                  		Room: ATC 122
Chair:  Lisa Gloege, Grand Rapids Community College	
· Evaluating Federal Grants Richard Conboy, Lake Superior State University 
· A Comparative Analysis of 1st World National Healthcare Systems Anand Shastri, exam editor for nSight Inc.

Panel M:  Legislatures (Paper Panel)                                                                    		Room: ATC 124
Chair:  Dennis Gillem, Grand Rapids Community College		
· The Standing Committee Assignments of Congressmen from Michigan Philip A. Grant Jr., Pace University
· Poisonous Gridlocked Legislators:  An Autopsy and a Remedy Donald Roy, Ferris State University  

Panel N: Law and Politics (Paper Panel)                                                              		Room: ATC 168                
Chair: Susan Williams, Grand Rapids Community College		
· The International Criminal Court: Prosecuting Africa  Sterling Johnson, Central Michigan University
· Marbury v. Madison in Comparison to Other Cases in 1803 Jim Pfister, Eastern Michigan University 
· The Person of One’s Choice, From ‘Privacy’ to ‘Separate but Equal’:  A Constitutional Argument for the Legalization of Same-Sex Marriage Kristi Bartholomew, University of Michigan-Flint 



Michigan Conference of Political Scientists
Board Members 2009-2010
President: Lisa Lawrason, Delta College
President-Elect: Keith St. Clair, Grand Rapids Community College 
Treasurer:  Paul Rozycki, Mott Community College (2012)
Secretary:  Roger Durham, Aquinas College (2010)

Board Members - Graduate Schools:
Judy Kullberg, Eastern Michigan University (2008-2010)
John Clark, Western Michigan University (2009-2011)
Sterling Johnson, Central Michigan University (2010-2012)

Board Members - Four Year Schools:
James Penning, Calvin College (2008-2010)
John Parham, Davenport University (2009-2011)
Tal Levy, Marygrove College (2010-2012)

Board Members - Community Colleges:
Dennis Duggan, North Central College (2008-2010)
Dina Krois, Lansing Community College (2009-2011)
Kevin Dockerty, Kalamazoo Valley Community College (2010-2012)

Academy Chairperson: Claudia Petrescu, Eastern Michigan University
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