November 1, 2011
To the President and Council of the American Political Science Association:

We, the undersigned members of the American Political Science Association, were shocked and
profoundly dismayed to learn that John Yoo was invited to speak at the 2011 APSA conference
in Seattle. Mr. Yoo was a leading architect of the torture policy adopted by the George W. Bush
administration. In drafting memos to his superiors that served to authorize acts of torture, Mr.
Yoo, according to the Office of Professional Responsibility of the Department of Justice,
"knowingly failed to provide a thorough, candid, and objective interpretation of the law." The
Senate Armed Services Committee concluded that the Office of Legal Counsel “torture memos”
to which Mr. Yoo contributed “distorted the meaning and intent of anti-torture laws” and
“rationalized the abuse of detainees in U.S. custody.” In 2009, Mr. Yoo was placed under
criminal investigation by Spanish authorities for torture and other war crimes.

Academic conferences should encourage healthy debates and a free exchange of ideas, and we
do not support measures that constrain or censure scholarly discourse. But there can be no
justification for giving a platform to someone who participated in the actual authorization of
torture, a shameful and morally unacceptable practice and a crime under both domestic and
international law. The record establishes that Mr. Yoo bears major responsibility for
implementing a policy of torture, that he did so based on the purposeful manipulation of law, and
that he proceeded on this course in violation of international treaties prohibiting torture and other
war crimes. As political scientists and as Association members, we declare our support for open
and free debate and discussion, we affirm our opposition to torture, and we protest the decision
to invite John Yoo to speak at the APSA conference as an affront to the standards of our
profession and of humanity.

1. Ellen Ann Andersen
Associate Professor of Political Science and Women's and Gender Studies
University of Vermont

2. George Andreopoulos
Professor of Political Science
Director, Center for International Human Rights
John Jay College of Criminal Justice
City University of New York

3. Zehra F. Kabasakal Arat
Juanita and Joseph Leff Professor of Political Science
Purchase College, State University of New York
Founding President of APSA Organized Section on Human Rights

4. Seyla Benhabib
Eugene Meyer Professor of Political Science and Philosophy
Yale University



10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

Michael J. Bosia
Associate Professor of Political Science
St. Michael’s College

Stephen Eric Bronner

Distinguished Professor of Political Science
Director of Civic Diplomacy and Human Rights
Institute for Global Challenges

Rutgers University

Alison Brysk

Mellichamp Professor of Global Governance
Global and International Studies

University of California, Santa Barbara

Alan W. Cafruny

Henry Bristol Professor of International Affairs
Department of Government

Hamilton College

Patricia J. Campbell
Dean of Graduate Studies

American Public University

Aysen Candas

Assistant Professor of Political Science and International Relations

Bogazici University, Turkey

Tyler M. Curley
Ph.D. Student
University of Southern California

Jeffrey Davis

Associate Professor and Chair
Department of Political Science
University of Maryland, Baltimore

John C. Dugas
Kalamazoo College

John Ehrenberg
Senior Professor of Political Science
Long Island University



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Leonard Feldman
Hunter College, City University of New York

Michael Forman

Associate Professor of Social and Political Theory, Human Rights, and Labor Studies
Interdisciplinary Arts & Sciences

University of Washington, Tacoma

Dr. Jennifer Fredette
Visiting Professor of Public Law
University at Albany, State University of New York

Amanda Merritt Fulmer
Department of Political Science
University of Washington, Seattle

Alan Gilbert

John Evans Professor

Josef Korbel School of International Studies
University of Denver

Robert W. Glover
Department of Political Science
University of Maine

Adam M Goch

PhD student

Department of Political Science
University of Washington

Michael Goodhart
Associate Professor of Political Science
University of Pittsburgh

Brian Greenhill
Assistant Professor of Government
Dartmouth College

Anne Regan Greenleaf
Department of Political Science
University of Washington

William F. Grover
Saint Michael’s College



26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Steven H Haeberle
Independent Scholar
Birmingham, Alabama

Peter Haschke
PhD Candidate
University of Rochester

Melissa Haussman
Carleton University

Roshen Hendrickson
Assistant Professor of Political Science
College of Staten Island, City University of New York

Bonnie Honig

Sarah Rebecca Roland Professor of Political Science
Northwestern University

Senior Research Professor, American Bar Foundation, Chicago

31. Micheline Ishay

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

Professor of International Studies and Human Rights
Josef Korbel School of International Studies
University of Denver

James Johnson
Professor of Political Science
University of Rochester

Christine Kelly

Professor of Political Science

Director, American Democracy Project
William Paterson University

Joseph Kling
St. Lawrence University

Frédéric Krumbein
Free University of Berlin, Germany

Gordon Lafer
University of Oregon

Professor Todd Landman, FRSA
Director, Institute for Democracy and Conflict Resolution
University of Essex, UK



38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

Marco Larizza
Visiting Fellow

Institute for Democracy and Conflict Resolution, University of Essex, UK

Ryan LaRochelle
Brandeis University

Gregory B. Lewis

Professor, Public Management and Policy
Andrew Young School of Policy Studies
Georgia State University

Joseph Lowndes
University of Oregon

Glenn Mackin

Assistant Professor of Political Science
Humanities Department

Eastman School of Music

University of Rochester

Dr. Christopher Malone
Associate Professor
Chair, Department of Political Science

Lori Marso
Professor of Political Science
Union College

Michel Angela Martinez
University of Southern California

Jamie Mayerfeld
Professor of Political Science
University of Washington

Lucy Ware McGuffey
Department of Political Science
University of Colorado Denver

Mahmood Monshipouri
Associate Professor of International Relations
San Francisco State University



49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

38.

Julie Novkov

Department Chair, Political Science

Professor of Political Science/Women's Studies
University at Albany, State University of New York

Cheryl O'Brien, Ph.D. Candidate
Department of Political Science
Purdue University

Ronald Osborn
University of Southern California

Kassra A.R. Oskooii
University of Washington
Department of Political Science

Robert L. Ostergard, Jr.

Associate Professor & Director of Graduate Studies
Department of Political Science

University of Nevada, Reno

Sarah Pemberton
Visiting Professor of Political Science
Ohio University

Benjamin A. Peters, Ph.D.
Departments of Political Science & Comparative Culture
Miyazaki International College, Japan

Jason Pierceson
University of Illinois, Springfield

Joel R. Pruce

Lecturer in International Human Rights
Josef Korbel School of International Studies
University of Denver

David L. Richards

Associate Professor of Political Science & Human Rights
The University of Connecticut

Co-Director, CIRI Human Rights Data Project



59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

Christine H. Roch

Associate Professor

Department of Public Management and Policy
Andrew Young School of Policy Studies
Georgia State University

Wayne Sandholtz
Department of Political Science
University of California, Irvine

Mark Q. Sawyer
University of California, Los Angeles

Ryan Schowen
Doctoral Candidate
Union Institute and University

Jason Schulman

Adjunct Assistant Professor

Department of Political Science

Lehman College, City University of New York

Sahar Shafqat

Chair and Associate Professor,
Department of Political Science
St. Mary's College of Maryland

Kathryn Sikkink
Regents Professor and McKnight Presidential Chair in Political Science
University of Minnesota

William Paul Simmons
Social and Behavioral Sciences
Arizona State University

Claire Snyder-Hall, PhD

Associate Professor of Political Theory
Director, Interdisciplinary Studies
George Mason University

Ron Sokota
University at Albany, State University of New York



69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

Mary Ann E. Steger, Ph.D.
Cohort Ph.D. in Interdisciplinary Studies
Union Institute & University

Elizabeth Stinson

Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist

Clinical member, International Society of Traumatic Stress Studies
Portland, Oregon

Paul E. Sum

Associate Professor

Department of Political Science & Public Administration
University of North Dakota

Paul Timmermans

PhD Candidate

Josef Korbel School of International Studies
University of Denver

Amentahru Wahlrab

Senior Lecturer of Political Science
Department of Political Science and History
The University of Texas at Tyler

John R. Wallach

Professor of Political Science

Chair, Hunter Human Rights Program
Hunter College & The Graduate Center
The City University of New York

Victor Wallis
Berklee College of Music

Jessica Whyte

Postdoctoral Fellow

School of English, Communication and Performance Studies,
Monash University, Australia



