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Mr. Jean-Claude Juncker

President of the European Commission

CHARL 9/234

Rue de laloi, 200

1049 Brussels, Belgium

Via e-mail: jeanclaude.juncker@eeas.europa.eu

Mr. Donald Tusk

President of the European Council

Rue de la Loi 175

1048 Brussels, Belgium

Via e-mail: donald.tusk@eeas.europa.eu

December 14, 2018

Dear Presidents Juncker and Tusk,

The American Political Science Association is a scholarly association that represents more than 11,000 U.S.
and internationally based professors and students of political science, including scholars in Greece. We write
today to express our deep concern regarding the threat to scholarly and political expression in Greece. As you
are aware, the Greek courts have upheld efforts to curtail the capacity of the Athens Review of Books (ARB) to
remain a leading venue for discussions of important political topics. It is our understanding that former
Foreign Minister Mr. Nikos Kotzias has frozen the bank accounts of the journal’s publisher and taken
extensive legal action against the ARB in response to a reader’s letter to the editor that was critical of the

Foreign Minister.

APSA shares the view of many leading scholars that European institutions must be vigilant to protect robust
freedoms of scholarly and political expression against governmental repression. Article 11 of the Charter of
Fundamental Rights and Article 10 of the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and

Fundamental Freedom affirmed the European Union’s dedication to free expression without interference by
government. We ask that you work with the government of Greece to ensure its treatment of the ARB meets
the spirit of these commitments and thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
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Rogers M. Smith, President

1527 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE.,, NW, WASHINGTON D.C,
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Paula D. McClain, President Elect
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